	Area of Learning
	Historical, Geographical and Social Understanding 

	Topic
	Lives of the Poor in Victorian Times

	Timescale
	2 hours

	Phase 
	Lower KS2

	Rose Review

Strands Developed
	M1: How have identities, communities, cultures and traditions changed over time

M2: Identify patterns in communities, places and past events by searching for and locating information using key words and carrying out searches and surveys

M10: Explore the different ways we can find out about the past and how to understand the evidence

	Opening Minds Competences Developed
	Develop a range of techniques for accessing, evaluating and differentiating information

Understand the importance of reflecting and applying critical judgment, and have learned how to do so

Manage your time and that of your team effectively 
Understand how effective teams work 

Recognise different techniques for communicating

	Cross Curricular Links
	English and Communication – Speaking and Listening

English and Communication – Reading

	Resources
	Births, Marriages and Deaths records, plain paper

	Activity
	The children were split into groups of three and given a pack of records to look at. Ask them just to look through them to see if they could identify a theme. Children should be able to identify repeated occurrence of the name ‘Finch’. They should then try to find all the references to Finch and work out the relationship of each.  

Many of the children will have come across family trees before and you can encourage them to construct a basic one with Robert Finch and his family. As the tree grows, encourage them to ask questions about the information they have found perhaps concerning what had happened to Robert’s first wife, Jane or what had happened to his second wife’s first husband. From these questions the groups will begin to come up with theories as to what happened. Encourage them to separate evidence they have found from supposition based on the evidence. 

	Assessment
	You will be assessing the children against the threads to be developed. One suggestion for this is to follow a traffic light system. You can also ask the children to assess themselves on a scale of 1 to 5 or 1 to 10 against the threads. Questions you could ask could include; How did you search the information you were given? What information is given on the resource sheets?


Suggested Lesson Plan
Suggested Lesson Plan

	Area of Learning
	Historical, Geographical and Social Understanding 

	Topic
	Lives of the Poor in Victorian Times

	Timescale
	1 hour

	Phase 
	Lower KS2

	Rose Review

Strands Developed
	M1: How have identities, communities, cultures and traditions changed over time

M2: Identify patterns in communities, places and past events by searching for and locating information using key words and carrying out searches and surveys

M10: Explore the different ways we can find out about the past and how to understand the evidence

	Opening Minds Competences Developed
	Develop a range of techniques for accessing, evaluating and differentiating information

Understand the importance of reflecting and applying critical judgment, and have learned how to do so

Manage your time and that of your team effectively 
Understand how effective teams work 

Recognise different techniques for communicating

	Cross Curricular Links
	English and Communication – Speaking and Listening



	Resources
	Notebooks and pencils

	Activity
	The children now have a family tree with dates of birth and death for the members but should be formulating questions about the information they have.  Begin by discussing our findings from the previous lesson and hot-seat a ‘Victorian Expert’ for the answers to the questions. The expert can direct the children towards thinking of healthcare and medicine at the time together with living conditions. They may have seen pictures of towns and the homes and lifestyles of the poor but they may have little idea of the squalor that was endured. Show them the picture of the sign above a hospital in Victorian times ‘Abandon Hope All Ye That Enter Here’ and encourage the children to hot-seat the expert again to find out what this was about.

This time the expert could appear in a  Nightingale-esque costume and answer the children’s questions on the state of hospitals, gaining much insight into the ‘place of last resort’ that hospitals were in Victorian times. They will be amazed that hairdressers would perform operations and that medicine relied on luck or natural remedies to cure the sick. 

	Assessment
	You will be assessing the children against the threads again. You can again ask the children to assess themselves on a scale of 1 to 5 or 1 to 10 against the threads. This time you will be assessing the quality and relevance of their questioning.


Suggested Lesson Plan

	Area of Learning
	Historical, Geographical and Social Understanding 

	Topic
	Lives of the Poor in Victorian Times

	Timescale
	2 hours if drama included

	Phase 
	Lower KS2

	Rose Review

Strands Developed
	M1: How have identities, communities, cultures and traditions changed over time

M2: Identify patterns in communities, places and past events by searching for and locating information using key words and carrying out searches and surveys

M10: Explore the different ways we can find out about the past and how to understand the evidence

	Opening Minds Competences Developed
	Develop a range of techniques for accessing, evaluating and differentiating information

Understand the importance of reflecting and applying critical judgment, and have learned how to do so

Manage your time and that of your team effectively 
Understand how effective teams work 

Recognise different techniques for communicating

	Cross Curricular Links
	English and Communication – Writing

English and Communication – Speaking and Listening

	Resources
	Births, Marriages and Deaths records, family tree 

	Activity
	At this stage the children will have skeleton information on the family and can choose a family member to biography. They will also have background information on life at the time that they can use to embellish their biography. Begin by timelining all the events in their lives back as far as the Finches’ parents on a washing line across the classroom and how they might have met, leading on through the deaths of their partners and child, and finishing with their descent into the workhouse and how they managed to extricate themselves. Add national events and think about how they might have affected their lives. You could consider asking them to convert the biography into a play script and perform it to the parents for an assembly. 

	Assessment
	You will be assessing the children against the threads again. This time you will be assessing their use of the facts to produce a ‘life story’ of one of the Finch family.


Suggested Lesson Plan

	Area of Learning
	Historical, Geographical and Social Understanding 

	Topic
	Lives of the Poor in Victorian Times

	Timescale
	1 hour

	Phase 
	Lower KS2

	Rose Review

Strands Developed
	M1: How have identities, communities, cultures and traditions changed over time

M2: Identify patterns in communities, places and past events by searching for and locating information using key words and carrying out searches and surveys

M10: Explore the different ways we can find out about the past and how to understand the evidence

	Opening Minds Competences Developed
	Develop a range of techniques for accessing, evaluating and differentiating information

Understand the importance of reflecting and applying critical judgment, and have learned how to do so

Manage your time and that of your team effectively 
Understand how effective teams work 

Recognise different techniques for communicating

	Cross Curricular Links
	English and Communication – Writing

ICT - Databases

	Resources
	Births, Marriages and Deaths records, notes from homework on personal family trees. 

	Activity
	This lesson will focus on the jobs people did in Victorian times, especially those where children were employed. For a homework project the children could be asked to do a family tree back as far as the Victorians including occupations, where possible. Be careful of any skeletons in family cupboards! The children can then use ICT to construct a database of the variety of jobs that their ancestors did over the course of the Victorian era and, by tagging them as rural, urban, skilled or unskilled, you can ask the children to identify any trends. You may notice that at the start of the period the majority of the jobs were rural and unskilled but as the era progressed, more of the jobs became urban and more skilled.



	Assessment
	Again we are looking for evidence that the children have used the information to identify trends and patterns. There may be further observations from the children that could be developed including looking at the types of jobs in a location. If ancestors lived elsewhere it could provide an opportunity for them to associate different jobs with different areas.
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