Developing character and voice





Teacher Notes
The Objective:
· develop character and voice in their own writing 
 (Framework for English Writing 8.1)
The Instructions:
1. Students transfer the first text, which is in the third person, into the first person.
2. They begin by identifying third person usages and verbs.

3. They then add a further paragraph in which they include

some reference to the inner thoughts of the character. 
4. Point out that both texts work without adding the inner thoughts – sometimes it is best to leave us to guess how a character feels.
5. Note, though, that there is a clear sense of whose eyes we are seeing the story through. How does the writer achieve this? (By using prepositions which place us in the narrator’s shoes – ahead, alongside - and also allow us to see the things he sees – he tried to focus on the road…). 
The Tips:

Remind all students about the meaning of first and third person, and if necessary, do a quick recap on usages (i.e. I/my/our/mine etc).
Third gear
Task: underline third person pronouns (he, his) or places where Khalim is mentioned in this text and the verbs that go with them; then rewrite the text in the first person (I/my etc) underneath. Finally, add a new sentence in which the thoughts of the main character are revealed.
The motorbike ahead was weaving from side-to-side and started to speed up every time Khalim tried to overtake. He was forced to break suddenly, and the driver behind him beeped angrily. He tried to focus on the road but it was difficult. Now the motorbike had slowed down to a snail’s pace and it was Khalim’s chance to overtake. He thrust his car from second into third gear, revved and pulled out, but just as he did so, the motorbike accelerated again! Khalim was stuck on the wrong side of the road, but if he put his foot down he could get round before the bend, so he raced quickly up to fifth gear.

Now he was alongside the motorbike, but he couldn’t see the driver as his (or her) helmet was tinted glass […] and the bend was getting closer and closer. Just in time, he made it and pulled back into the correct lane. He noticed he was sweating and his hands were shaking.
First person version:

The motorbike ahead was weaving from side-to-side and started to speed up 
every time I tried to overtake. I was forced to….
